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Checking your Fall 2026 Enrollment
1. Log into my.ucf.edu with your credentials
2. Navigate to the Student Center and select “Manage Classes.”
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3. Select “View My Classes/Schedule” from the left menu and          
then “My Class.”

 

 4. Review the “Units” and “Instructor.” You can find the 
Instructor information by selecting “Add Classes/Shopping 
Cart.”
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Checking Your Committee’s Composition
1. Under your Student Self Service, select “Graduate Students.”
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2. Select Graduate Plan of Study



Checking Your Committee’s Composition
3a.  Access your report by selecting your academic program and selecting “Submit.”
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Checking Your Committee’s Composition
 3b. Once your report loads, scroll down to the Graduate Milestones to view your 

dissertation committee. It will be listed under the Candidacy Exam Requirement. 
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Checking Your Committee’s Composition
 3c. Once your report loads, scroll down to the “Graduate Milestones: Master’s” to view 

your thesis committee. It will be listed under the Thesis Advisory Committee. 
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Accessing the CGS Thesis & Dissertation Webcourse
Graduate.ucf.edu → Graduate Student Life → Thesis & Dissertation → Thesis & Dissertation 

Webcourse

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/enroll/6W6X6X
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The Thesis & Dissertation Webcourse
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The Thesis & Dissertation Webcourse
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To access the course’s materials, please follow these steps.
1. On the course’s main page, select the “START HERE” button.
2. Complete the three “Start Here!” items:

• Format Review and Accessibility Check Process
• Unacceptable Submissions
• Deadlines

3.  Complete Module 1



Format Review Notes

• The To-Do List features the Format Review due October 23.

• You must have a Fall 2026 ITG on file to have CGS review 

your format submission.

• Missing any deadline = Not Graduating

• Thesis = Walk Only

• PhD = No Commencement
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Need Help?
https://graduate.ucf.edu/thesis-and-dissertation/ under Resources
Includes help for:

• Grad Studies = Formatting an ETD 
• Advisor = IRB Process – what research needs/does not need this 

approval / UCF’s Office of Research
• CGS Workshops (Scroll Down for the New and Graduating Student 

Sessions) 
• Accountability Partner (why it works)
• Outside Thesis & Dissertation Assistance (check them out before giving 

them $)
• ABD Survival (All But Dissertation)
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Need More Help?
editor@ucf.edu = General

etdhelp@ucf.edu = Formatting
Same Staff

https://graduate.ucf.edu/thesis-and-dissertation/
https://graduate.ucf.edu/thesis-and-dissertation/
https://graduate.ucf.edu/thesis-and-dissertation/
https://graduate.ucf.edu/thesis-and-dissertation/
https://graduate.ucf.edu/thesis-and-dissertation/
https://www.research.ucf.edu/compliance/irb/
https://graduate.ucf.edu/thesis-and-dissertation/#workshops
https://graduate.ucf.edu/thesis-and-dissertation/#workshops
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/5-approaches-helped-me-finish-phd-thesis-viktoria-korzhova-phd&ved=2ahUKEwi-vMX387eNAxXBSzABHTxyEmwQ-NANegQIKBAC&usg=AOvVaw10Tam2uVOUjPoXd-vDPNCt
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/5-approaches-helped-me-finish-phd-thesis-viktoria-korzhova-phd&ved=2ahUKEwi-vMX387eNAxXBSzABHTxyEmwQ-NANegQIKBAC&usg=AOvVaw10Tam2uVOUjPoXd-vDPNCt
https://www.abdsurvivalguide.com/issues
https://www.abdsurvivalguide.com/issues
mailto:editor@ucf.edu
mailto:etdhelp@ucf.edu


Fall 2026 Deadlines
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Deadline Date
Release Options October 9, 2026
Format Review October 23, 2026
Defense Posting Deadline October 23, 2026
Last Day to Defend November 6, 2026
Approval Page & Upload November 30, 2026

Pro-Tip 
Set your Defense Date Early. Even if you want to defend on the last day (don’t do it), set your date ASAP. 

Sometimes scheduling 3, 4, or more faculty is more complicated than doing your research.

https://calendar.ucf.edu/
https://graduate.ucf.edu/thesis-and-dissertation/#release-options-and-embargos
https://federation.ngwebsolutions.com/sp/startSSO.ping?PartnerIdpId=https://sts.windows.net/bb932f15-ef38-42ba-91fc-f3c59d5dd1f1/&SpSessionAuthnAdapterId=ucfDF&TargetResource=https%3a%2f%2fdynamicforms.ngwebsolutions.com%2fSubmit%2fStart%2f75ec3155-5406-4744-9297-5bc3fa9e673d


Defense Announcements

1. Log into the Defense Posting Form and use your credentials to access the dynamic form.

1. Complete your information, your advisor(s)’s information, and your previous degrees.

2. Enter your Defense Information.
• This submission must be entered no later than two weeks (14 days) before your 

defense.
• If you have missed your posting window, please have your advisor contact Dr. 

Mohaisen.
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Defense Announcements, Continued

Then enter your title and abstract. Your abstract must be no more than 3000 characters to 
match the requirements in the STARS system.
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Defense Announcements, Continued

Then enter your IRB information. If you are unsure if this requirement applies to your 
research, follow up with your advisor before completing this paperwork.
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Defense Announcements, Continued

4. Complete your committee’s information. 
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Defense Announcements, Continued

5. List the research achievements you completed while earning your MS or PhD degree. We 
want to celebrate your achievements.
It is our college’s goal to have every PhD graduate with at least three publications, 
conference proceedings, invited talks, patents, etc.,
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Defense Announcements, Continued

6. Sign and date your submission. It will be routed to the CECS 
Graduate Affairs Office for 
manual processing.
7. Once approved by our office, 
it will be posted on the 
Graduate Affairs Website.
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Approval Pages
Follow up with your Graduate Program Coordinator for any 
departmental paperwork (rating sheets, exit surveys, etc.)
• To complete the Approval Page Requirement, please begin this 

Dynamic Form.
• Do NOT fill out this form until AFTER your defense.
• Please make sure you fill it out immediately after your 

defense, DO NOT WAIT! Unless your committee needs 
changes.

• Every committee member, your program’s Graduate Director, 
Department Chair, and Associate Dean must approve it, in 
that order, by 5 p.m. on the deadline date.
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https://tinyurl.com/thesisdissertationapproval


Additional Notes
• Academic Research Recognition

• 3 Minute Thesis
• Research Week
• Most Conferences have Best Student Paper/Thesis Awards
• UCF Graduate Awards (Best Thesis/Dissertation)

• Required Faculty Nomination
• 2026 Eligibility = Spring 2026, Summer 2026, and Fall 2026
• Announced on Founders’ Day
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Advisor to Grad 
Program Director
Early November 

‘26

Grad Director to 
CECS Office of 
Grad Affairs

December 1, 2026

CECS Graduate 
Affairs to 

Graduate Studies
Mid-January ‘27

Note: Your GPS Checklist Items will not be 
updated until Graduate Studies accepts your 

document in STARS and your Approval Page is 
submitted.

https://graduate.ucf.edu/3mt/
https://graduate.ucf.edu/3mt/
https://researchweek.ucf.edu/
https://researchweek.ucf.edu/
https://www.asee.org/events/Conferences-and-Meetings/2026-Annual-Conference-Exposition/Paper-Management/Call-for-Papers
https://www.ucf.edu/leadership/founders-day/


Fall 2026 Go for Launch Workshops

o Finding Funding: September 11, 2026 (Spring 2027 Positions)

oApplying for Fall 2026 & Spring 2027 Graduation: October 1, 2026

o Spring 2027 Thesis Students: October 22, 2026

o Spring 2027 Candidates: October 23, 2026

o Spring 2027 Registration: December 18, 2026 * may change to early January ‘27

All sessions are held via Zoom at 11 AM / Slides will be Posted After the 

Presentation Session
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https://grad.cecs.ucf.edu/for-students/go-for-launch-workshops/


Questions?
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https://ucf.qualtrics.com/jf
e/form/SV_a5a1o7MR26vS

pmK

Thank you to Wendy Cartier and Nathalia Bauer for their 
tireless efforts in helping our CECS succeed and successfully 
complete their thesis and dissertations. Soon, you will 
understand why they are so valuable to UCF and to our 
college.

CECSgrad@ucf.edu

https://grad.cecs.ucf.edu/contact-us/
mailto:CECSgrad@ucf.edu
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