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Heather Houser is the Graduate Program Manager for the College of Engineering and
Computer Science. She joined CECS in November 2007 as their Graduate Program
Coordinator. She was promoted to Graduate Program Manager in 2018. Before this,
she worked as an Admissions Counselor for the College of Graduate Studies and as a

Program Assistant for the Burnett Honors College.

Heather has been part of the UCF community since 1998. In 2002, she earned a BA in Sociology with baccalaureate
honors, university honors, honors in her major, and a minor in Women's Studies. In 2008, she completed her MA in
Educational Leadership from UCF, with her master’s project exploring negative coping strategies among overachieving
secondary students. She also obtained graduate certificates in Community College Education and Domestic Violence.

As the CECS Graduate Program Manager, she oversees all aspects of graduate education. During her tenure, she has
certified 1,492 PhD candidates, 6,269 MS graduates, and 487 recipients of graduate certificates. The college’s
graduate enrollment has increased by 1,249 students since Fall 2007. She has participated in numerous search
committees, program launches, recruitment activities, training sessions for students and staff, and all initiatives
related to graduate education.

Heather is pursuing her EdD in Leadership at the American College of Education in Indianapolis, Indiana. Her
dissertation research focuses on retaining international students. She enjoys visiting theme parks, learning to cook
and sew, watching musicals, and crafting in her spare time. She resides in Wedgefield, Florida, with her husband and
two dogs, Jack and Stormeggedon.
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